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DOCCHENTE

Careless and improper handling of a document
which is submitted for technicel examination of the
laboratory will seriously affect or diminish the
value of the evidence it possesses, as to its
authorship or the pessibility of proving that
forgery has been committed. The document written
in ink or pencil on crdinary paper has limited life
and also ouffers dSNegs every time it is handled,
;mmuh'\mmmahm
in iis envelope repeatedly can cause considerable
deterioration, A few precautions have all %o be
taken to preserve the document in the same condition
as when it was discovered, when it is delivered to
the laboratary for certain examination,

The following rules of "do's and'DoA'ts ean
be observed by an investigating officer:-

(1) The disputed documents should de taken
to the laboratory at the earlieet opportunity,.

(2) Reep the documents unfolded in a
protective envelope, which is sufficiently large

(3) m“wh stored in dry place
away from excessi '
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and ptrong light,

trimmed or in any manner mutilated,
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(4) Dociments should not bde folded or
mfdiddmmnlmamrou
should be introduced.

(5) Documents should not be touched with
any type of eraser or adhesive tapes and avoid
dusting for fingerprints before consulting an
expert,

(6) Documeants should not be punched or
pinned but paper clips can be used at times,

97) Tracinge of documents should never
be resorted to, |

(8) Photography is the safe method for
purpeses of recording,

The most useful and effective, protective
covering is a transparent plastic envelope which
is commercially and easily available, The paper
being an exeellant absorbent of oil and water it
is considerably affected by perspiration and due
to the destructive effects of constant handlings,
The advantage of keeping the documents unfolded in
transparent envelopes of ample size is that it
can be examined by witnesses and others who have to
refer to them and at the sametine protected from
PO stains, As en slternstive a large
heavy manila envelope or g folder can be used
reducing the chance of damsge, Onee a document
w-amn'wpwu
properly stored, QMMMmM
atmosphere, excessive heat amd stromg light oo~ Luuy
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conditions the documents should be protected from
abnermally bad storage conditions, Repeated
halMdling of a documeat can actually wear it out,
In this way the pmper becomes dirty and stained,
Folds are deepened and end finally broken by
opening and refolding agein end again, This will
affect the result of the techmnical examination
in the laboratory., The common examples such as
pencil writinge and carbon copies of typewriting
are subject to amearing and obliteration by
undue carelese handling., An investigating officer
without thinking may fold the disputed document
and place it unprotected in his pocket, A few
days in his pocket with other contents frequently
being changed can almost wear out the document,
The heat of the body and the perspiratioa amd
rubbing against the pocket linings cause
considerable deterioration, In such cases @
photographic copy of the document will serve as
a good subetitute withoul exposing the original
docunent to any damage,

Cexrtain problems require that the document
recelve greater than normael care, If the document
is suspected 'er containing erasures or traces
of impressed writings even moderate handling may
further obliterste the erased writings, may stain
the surface so as to hinder the restoration, may
destroy some of the mimute idenmtations upon which
the decipherment of the erased or impressed
writing is dependant,
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identification and this practice should be kept
$0 absclute minimum and in 2 back cornmer where they
do not interfere with any elements which could
possidly be the subject of examinetion, It is a
common practice that documents whether they ave
gtondards or dispubed when they are submitted

to the laboratory through cowrts the seal ar
rubber atanp of the court is affized on the
writings of the doowmenits which are yet to be
examined in the laboratory. If the writing is
limited i% is completely obliterated by the
careless method of sealing, and the evidence is
lost, Defacing of the documents should be
avoided., It is often found whenever anonymous
letters or disputed extended matter are sent
along with some suspect's writings for comparison,
that similar words and letters are cireled or
underlined om the original document in order to
call attention to them, This kind of marking

may not only weaken the value of the document as
legal evidence but also occassionally damage the
physical evidence contained in i%,

Vew folds should be avoided as they hinder
certain technical exemination, These folds meke
it aiffieult to prepare obligque light photography
or such type of examinations, The document
should not be tied together by making heles
using a punch or using pins, as such methods of
tagging will cause sometimes considerable damage
to0 certain pieces of writings or even if they
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Chexrred Gocuments of their fragile nature
wast be handled as 1little as possible, Zven
transporting them to the laboratory requires
extraordinary care, Whenever possible the
charyed documents showld be moved in the
container ia which they are found, Waen 1t is
transfezzed 1o anoltaex omm:aur::hould be done
by an experlenced person. The charred mags
ghouid de moved by first insimmating a shest of
stiff psper and Qrawing the paper and its
burden on to a stiff sheet of card-boerd, The
whole should then be transferred to a box and
grotected in this way it can be takém to the
laboratory witbout any kind of disturbance. ¥o
attempt should be made to unfeld the dburmt
papers or curled sheets, Decipherment of a
charred document which has been shattered into

emall fragments is impossible,

If a @ocument is torn to pieces it should
be kept in a shallow box, amd reconstrueting
the document should be done in the ladbaratory.
wet or stained documents should be dried in
shade and them transmitted to the labaratory.

In most of the homicide cases letters
purported to have been written by the deceased
to his/her nearest Ein are being sent %o the
laboratory to locate its suthar. Invariably
these letters are fabricated by the accused
to delay investigation, The accused himself
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There were instances in which the accused had
sent complaints to police as if from the deceased
implicating some other persons who were plamning
to doaway with him, ¥hder all these circumstances
it is essential %o locata the authar of such
letters and petitions. The rwoblem of identifying
the bandwriting ean to a great e:tm::olm by
sending proper aad sufficient quantity of
gtandard writings and eignatures, Writings and
glgnatures are identified by comporiscn method

of he personal handwritings characterisscics,
These writingg characterietics are liable to be
influenced due to lot of factors, The passage

of tine, writing instruments and materials,
delibrete chenges introduced by the writer,
rhysieal and mental condition may sffect the
hendwriting and signatwres, - Unleass proper
standard writinge and n:lgmtmn:‘:ﬁhitﬂ.

the expert may not be ahle to make a thorough
study, Specimen writinges or signatures written
neer to the date of disputed writings § signature
ia sufficient quantity should be procured and
sent along with dictated specliens, rrorcrably
on similar paper using similar writing instrument,

The documents should be rent to the labore-
tary at the eerlieet opportunity as the chance
of damage is less and sometimes certain new facts
mey come out of the techmical examination,

Documents submitted for examination should
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- marks for the writings and sismaturea ean de

given without damsging or interfering wish the
questioned writings, Different identifying

marks may be givem to different sets aof

b ptandard writings, The speciiie peinis on

- whieh an opinion is eought should be clearly

inticated,




